DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.3244/2/2022/                                                                  02nd December, 2022                                                      

O R D E R 

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary examined a complaint of Shri Vikas Singh,  House No. 20/173,  JJ Colony Dakshin Puri Extn, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Delhi-110062(referred after as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Aadil Hussain of Cromwell Diagnostic Center, F-599, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-05, Dakshin Puri, New Delhi-110062 and Dr. Pradeep Dutta of Dhan Devi Diagnostic , Block No.8217 Dakshinpuri Extn., Near Labour Chowk, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector IV, New Delhi-110062, in the preparation/examination of ultrasound report of the complainant’s wife Smt. Lovely. 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 04th October, 2022 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Vikas Singh,  House No. 20/173,  JJ Colony Dakshin Puri Extn, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Delhi-110062, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Aadil Hussain of Cromwell Diagnostic Center, F-599, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-05, Dakshin Puri, New Delhi-110062 and Dr. Pradeep Dutta of Dhan Devi Diagnostic , Block No.8217 Dakshinpuri Extn., Near Labour Chowk, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector IV, New Delhi-110062, in the preparation/examination of ultrasound report of the complainant’s wife Smt. Lovely. 
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Shri. Kamal Kumar, Dhandevi Charitable Hospital enclosing therewith written statement of Dr.Pradeep Dutta, written statement of Mrs. Safia Javed, Director, Cromwell Diagnostic Centre enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Aadil Hussain Malik and other documents on record.  
The following were heard in person:-

1) Shri Vikas Singh  


Complainant 

2) Smt. Megha



Complainant’s sister
3) Dr. Aadil Hussain Malik

Radiologist, Cromwell Diagnostic Centre
3) Shri Mohd. Javed 


Owner, Cromwell Diagnostic Centre
4) Dr. Pradeep Dutta


Radiologist, Dhan Devi Diagnostic 

5) Shri Kamal Taneja 


Owner, Dhan Devi Diagnostic

The complainant Shri Vikas Singh alleged that his wife Smt. Lovely Singh was going to the Safdarjung Hospital for antenatal treatment. Since July 2020 her wife Smt. Lovely Singh was regularly visiting the hospital every month as advised by the doctors.  As advised by the doctors first scan/ultrasound of Smt. Lovely Singh was performed on 12.08.2020 at Cromwell Diagnostic Centre by Dr. Aadil Hussain i.e. after 16 weeks 03 days of the pregnancy which gave an adequate and normal report.  The next scan/ultrasound was performed on 15.09.2020 at Dhan Devi Diagnostic by Dr. Pradeep Dutta after 20 weeks and 5 days of gestation which clearly stated that: the view of the heart appears to normal, spine appears to normal, head is normal, both kidneys are normal, stomach bubble appeared (seen). Nuchal fold thickness not increased, long bones of the limbs appears to normal.  Smt. Lovely Singh had gone to the hospital on 31st December, 2020, on the pretext of which the doctors advised her to get admitted and deliver the child. She was subjected to induction of labour and thereafter on 31st December, 2020 another scan/ultrasound was performed at Safdarjung Hospital about 2.00 pm, the report of scan is still with the aforesaid hospital, but it is also pertinent to mention that as per the doctors, his child was considered fully healthy.  His child was delivered by C-section on 02nd January, 2021 and his wife, and whole family had an utter shock that his child is born physically disabled as his child’s right leg is not fully developed; also both the kidneys are not in good condition as both kidneys are in same place.  During the antenatal treatment of his wife and the scans/ultrasounds doctors advice never revealed that his child’s right leg is not fully developed. That is complete violation of the ethics of a noble profession and also clear case of medical negligence and doctors had not done their jobs properly and ethically. It is therefore, requested to kindly look into the matter and take appropriate action. It is, therefore, most respectfully prayed to the Delhi Medical Council to kindly take immediate and strict action against the abovementioned persons. 

Dr. Aadil Hussain Malik, Radiologist, Cromwell Diagnostic Centre in his written statement averred that Smt. Lovely Singh (patient) was sent for NT/NB scan from ANC of Safdarjung Hospital New Delhi and patient came to Cromwell Diagnostic Centre where he did her NT/NB scan on 12th August, 2020, which revealed a singleton pregnancy of gestational age 16 weeks 03 days with nasal bone present and nuchal translucency 1.7 mm which is well within the normal range. The scan was done only for determination of presence of nasal bone and nuchal translucency and the gestational age is less than the recommended for level II /anomaly scan and more importantly the patient had come to them for NT/NB scan only as was advised by the attending obstetrician at Safdarjung Hospital New Delhi and patient was advised level II scan at gestational age between 18-22 weeks as is evident from the ANC card of the patient.  The purpose of the NT/NB scan is to look for the ultrasonographic markers of fetal aneuploidy like Downs syndrome, Trisomy 13 etc and is used in combination with serum markers like maternal B-hCG, AFP, pregnancy associated plasma protein A and estriol levels. If NT and screening test show an increased risk of aneuploidy, further investigations like amniocentesis and chorionic villus sampling is done to confirm the aneuploidy or any another anomaly and so every patient is recommended to undergo Level II scan despite the normal NT/NB scan.  In this patient the NT was 1.7mm which is well within the normal range, however, he still advised the patient to undergo proper dedicated level II anomaly scan between 18-22 weeks of gestation which is the recommended age for undergoing the same and is dedicatedly done to delineate any anomaly in the fetus. The patient was informed verbally and via report and the report clearly mentions that “this is not level II scan, refer level II scan for anomalies”.  Level II scan is the recommended scan done to dedicatedly look for any fetal anomaly and is done between 18-22 weeks for gestation and if any anomally is detected the patient is referred for further management by obstetrician and or fetal medicine specialist for any specific fetal procedure or possible MTP only on consent with the patient.  The level II scan of the Smt. Lovely Singh was done at Dhan Devi Diagnostic by Dr. Pradeep Dutta and  given the normal report and so the on them of the report lies with the mentioned diagnostic centre and concerned radiologist who did her level II scan and has nothing to do with him. He was not in any way responsible for any scan not done by him.  Further he stated he performed his duty in accordance with recommended guidelines and with thorough medical ethics. He did the NT/NB scan of the patient during the peak of Covid 19 crisis, risking his life like every other doctor without any concern for himself, so that the patient doesn’t suffer. It is gravely disheartening that the patient and his attendant have leveled such allegations against him with no fault of him as he never did her level II scan. 

Dr. Pradeep Dutta, Radiologist of Dhan Devi Diagnostic in his written statement averred that Smt. Lovely Singh was taking treatment from Safdarjung Hospital. She got her first NB/NT ultrasound done by Dr. Adil Hussain on 12.08.2020 at 16 weeks 3 days. She got her second level 2 ultrasound done by him (Dr. Pradeep Dutta )on 15th September, 2020, when gestation age of foetus was 20 weeks 5 days on advice of gynecologist of Safdarjung Hospital dated 13.08.2020. She did not consult her gynecologist at Safdarjung Hospital as no records have been provided after the last entry dated 13.08.2020. She was admitted to Safdarjung Hospital on 31.12.2020 with gestational diabetes, on diet, with high blood pressure with leaking P/V from 01.01.2021 and an ultrasound was conducted in the Safdarjung Hospital on 31.12.2020 in which the foetus in utero was declared to be fully healthy. The treatment records and admission records of Smt. Lovely Singh has not been provided. A high risk discharge summary issued by division of neonatology Dept. of Paediatrics reg:- Male baby of Smt. Lovely giving the date of birth as 02.02.2021, giving diagnosis of small for gestation age/assymetrical I.U.G.R./low birth weight 202 kg/leaking PV and congenital anamoly of right lower limb hypoplasia.  According to Ultrasound report of baby dated 06.01.2021 conducted by Safdurjung Hospital:- ultrasound of baby brain is normal. Right lower limb is deformed and short as compared with left lower limb with absence of right femoral head and femoral shaft. Tibia is short is length. Fibula is absent. Few focal concentric constriction in limb. Femoral agenesis and fibular agenesis with short deformed right lower limb. Severe spectrum of amniotic band syndrome. Proximal femoral focal deficiency severe spectrum. The Complainant has alleged medical negligence on the part of doctors in performing ultrasound of the foetus.  
Dr. Pradeep Dutta further averred that he has exercised the highest degree of skill and dedication while conducting the Obst. ultrasound scan of the foetus on 15.09.2020. The claim of the petitioner that proximal femoral deficiency existed as on the date of scan is denied as adequate time and attention was devoted by the doctor in conducting the ultrasound on that date.  The highest degree of care and competence was exercised in the performance of duty. That no doctor patient relationship was established as patient did not contact Dr. Pradeep Dutta at any point of time after getting the ultrasound done. No follow up ultrasound scan was done.  No wrong diagnosis or mistaken diagnosis was made.  A reasonable effort was made to exclude congenital anamolies in the foetus and the doctor acted according to his judgement in this case.  Patient is negligent as NB/NT scan should have been done by 13-15 weeks but in this particular case it was done at 16 weeks 3 days. If the femoral agenesis existed in the foetus as on the date, it would certainly have been picked up in the ultrasound scan done on 12.08.2020. There was no contributory negligence by doctor as patient is responsible for final outcome either partially or fully. Patient never kept follow up and was non-compliant about investigations etc.  The ultrasound examination done on 15.09.2020 was conducted in accordance with practices accepted as proper by a responsible body of medical men skilled in that particular act. That no diagnosis of any congenital anamoly was made in the obst. ultrasound scan of foetus conducted by Safdarjung Hospital on 31.12.2020. In all probability, the patient in the final two months of her pregnancy developed IUGR and simultaneously a severe spectrum of amniotic band syndrome. This was not diagnosed till the end, as patient was not regular in follow up examination with her gynecologist at Safdarjug Hospital.  One of the complications of amniotic band syndrome is constriction rings or loss of parts of or whole limbs (arms and legs).  A paper on complications in Amniotic Band Sysndrome by Robbin Elise Weiss updated on 24th June, 2019 is enclosed. One of the causes given for developing this complication could have been diabetes. It is also not reported as to whether patient was Covid positive or not, which could have caused vascular damage. Without accepting the contention of the complainant that there was a congenital defec in the foetus, the complainant is enclosing a scientific paper (showing utility of ultrasound for detection of foetal limb abnormalities a 20 year study). According to this paper the sensitivity of ultrasound was 65% for detection of limb reduction defects at scans done at less than 22 weeks. About 66% of limb reduction defect in foetus are associated with trisomy 18 defect. No test report has been submitted by the complainant whether he got the double or triple marker test done between 12 and 14 weeks. It is suggested that development of right lower limb hypoplasia developed due to severe amniotic band syndrome during the final weeks of pregnancy. The complaiant has also stated that in his child both the kidney are not in good condition as both kidney are in same place. However, he has not placed any document on record to substantiate this claim. It is therefore submitted by Dr. Pradeep Dutta that no case of medical negligence exists and all acts were done in good faith. 
On being asked by the Disciplinary Committee whether he measured both the femur bones whilst doing the scan, Dr. Pradeep Dutta confirmed that he did measure both the limb, however, since both were equal in length, he recorded only one finding.  He further stated that he must have completed the level II scan within twenty minutes or so.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations:-
1) It is noted that the complainant’s wife Smt. Lovely Singh (referred hereinafter as a patient) 26 years old female underwent prenatal obstetrics ultrasound on 12.8.2020 at Cromwell Diagnostic Centre, which was reported by Dr. Adil Hussain as ‘Single live intrauterine pregnancy of 16 weeks 03 days and 3 weeks’, ‘nasal bone present nauchal translucency 1.7mm’. It is observed that no abnormalities were noted in the scan. Further, it is mentioned in the report that it was not level II scan and refer level II scan for anamolies. 
Subsequently, the patient underwent ultrasound obstetrics (level-II) scan at Dhan Devi Diagnostic on 15th September, 2020 which was reported by Dr. Pradeep Dutta as ‘Single live intrauterine pregnancy is variable presentation confirming 20 weeks 5 days:- 2 weeks of gestation’.  Dr. Pradeep Dutta also did not report any abnormality. 
The patient delivered a male baby through LSCS on 02nd January, 2021 at Safdarjung Hospital. The baby was noted to have hypoplasia of Right Lower Limb and ectopic fused kidney.  Child was delivered by C-Section on 02nd January, 2021 and this child was born physically disabled as the child’s right lower limb was deformed and short as compared with left lower limb with absence of right femoral head and femoral shaft. Tibia was short in length. Fibula was absent.
2) The Disciplinary Committee observes that the 1st trimester scan to determine NT/NB was not targeted to assess the limb anomalies. However, the second ultrasound done on 15.09.2020 was a level II scan with detailed anomaly assessment. The scan mentions that the long bones of both limbs are normal whereas this was not the case at birth.  It is apparent that Dr. Pradeep Dutta did not exercise due diligence whilst conducting the Level II USG scan, which is a highly specialized investigation, as admittedly, he completed the scan in twenty minutes or so, whereas, such a scan usually takes 40 to 45 minutes, if done properly.  Further, the explanation by Dr. Pradeep Dutta that the fetus suffered from amniotic band syndrome which is a known cause of any limb anomaly; appears to be an afterthought, as there is no mention of amniotic band in Dr. Pradeep Dutta’s own report dated 15th September, 2020.  
In view of the observation made hereinabove, it is, therefore, the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of Dr. Aadil Hussain of Cromwell Diagnostic Centre.  However, in light of the lapses highlighted herein-above on the part of Dr. Pradeep Dutta of Dhan Devi Diagnostic, the Disciplinary Committee recommends that the name of Dr. Pradeep Dutta (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.16555) be removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for a period of 15 days with a direction that he should undergo 12 hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject related to ‘Obstetrics Ultrasound (TIFA/Level II Scan/Anomaly Scan)’ and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council and also to exercise due diligence, in future. 
Complaint stands disposed.
    Sd/:


     Sd/:


         Sd/:
(Dr. Maneesh Singhal)
   (Dr. Satish Tyagi) 
          (Dr. Abhinav Jain)
Chairman,


   Delhi Medical Association       Expert Member
Disciplinary Committee 
   Member,


       Disciplinary Committee

 Disciplinary Committee 


           

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 04th October, 2022 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 19th October, 2022. 

The Council also confirmed the punishment of removal of name of Dr. Pradeep Dutta (Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 16555) for a period of 15 days awarded by the Disciplinary Committee with a direction that he should undergo 12 hours of Continuing Medical Education(C.M.E.) on the subject related to ‘Obstetrics Ultrasound (TIFA/Level II Scan/Anomaly Scan)’ within a period of three months from the date of the Order and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.  

The Council further observed that the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 60 days from the date of the Order.

This observation is to be incorporated in the final Order to be issued.  The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed.

.






                     By the Order & in the name of 








                     Delhi Medical Council 








                                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                               Secretary
Copy to :- 
1) Shri Vikas Singh, House No. 20/173,  JJ Colony Dakshin Puri Extn, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Delhi-110062.

2) Dr. Aadil Hussain, Through Director, Cromwell Diagnostic Center, F-599, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-05, Dakshin Puri, New Delhi-110062.

3) Director, Cromwell Diagnostic Center, F-599, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector-05, Dakshin Puri, New Delhi-110062.
4) Dr. Pradeep Dutta, Through Director, Dhan Devi Diagnostic, Block No.8217 Dakshinpuri Extn., Near Labour Chowk, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector IV, New Delhi-110062.

5) Director, Dhan Devi Diagnostic, Block No.8217 Dakshinpuri Extn., Near Labour Chowk, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sector IV, New Delhi-110062.

6) Deputy Secretary, Ethics & Medical Registration Board, National Medical Commission, Ethics & Medical Registration Board, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-w.r.t. letter File No.R-16018/21/2022/Ethics/021984 dated 21st June, 2022 (Dr. Pradeep Dutta is also registered with the erstwhile Medical Council of India under registration No.1623 dated 12-03-1980)-for information & necessary action. 

7) Medical Superintendent, Nursing Homes, Directorate General of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Nursing Home Cell, 03rd Floor, Delhi Government Dispensary Building, S1, School Block, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092-w.r.t. letter F.23/Comp./95/Comp.SD/DGHS/ NHC/2021/10318 dated 05th March, 2021-for information. 
8) Station House Officer, Police Station Ambedkar Nagar, New Delhi-110062-w.r.t. letter Diary No.41-LC/R-SHO/AN/Dated-12.01.2021-for information. 








                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                                                    Secretary  
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